a9 United States

US 20140143775A1

a2y Patent Application Publication o) Pub. No.: US 2014/0143775 A1l

Fries et al.

43) Pub. Date: May 22, 2014

(54)

(71)

(72)

(73)

@

(22)

(63)

VIRTUAL MACHINE IMAGE ANALYSIS

Applicant: Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, WA

Inventors:

Assignee:

Us)

Robert Fries, Kirkland, WA (US);

Galen Hunt, Bellevue, WA (US);
Srivatsan Parthasarathy, Seattle, WA

Us)

Us)

Appl. No.: 14/103,602

Filed:

Dec. 11, 20

13

Related U.S. Application Data

Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, WA

Continuation of application No. 13/171,366, filed on
Jun. 28, 2011, now Pat. No. 8,645,950.

Publication Classification

(51) Int.CL
GOGF 9/455 (2006.01)
(52) US.CL
() SR GOGF 9/45533 (2013.01)
L81 C 718/1
(57) ABSTRACT

Techniques for analyzing virtual machine images are
described. In one embodiment, a subset of settings is
extracted from one or more virtual machine images, the vir-
tual machine images store therein values of the settings. The
settings are used by software executing in virtual machines of
the virtual machine images, respectively. A target one of the
virtual machine images is selected and target values of the
settings are obtained from the target virtual machine image.
Sample values of the settings are obtained from a plurality of
virtual machine images. The subset formed by identifying
similarities and differences of the values between the virtual
machine images.
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